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WORDS 
FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

There is no doubt that 2021 brought on new 
challenges for the Discovery Center; yet 
we emerged stronger, more resilient, and 
better able to address our mission than at 
any point in history.

Despite the threat of COVID, we found a 
strong foothold through reimagining our 
teaching methods, implementing program 
safety modifications, and strengthening 
our future with tremendous operational 
and capital campaign support from our 
members. The application of external 
grants in addition to delaying the fulfillment 
of staff vacancies provided us with healthy 
reserves which will help meet our needs 
moving forward.

This coming year we will be diversifying 
our revenue stream to include new fees 
for services, year-round facility uses, and 
expanded residential programming. We will 
be honing new staff into their respective 
roles and capacities to bring you the best 
services and experiences possible. Finally, 
we will be forging and designing our new 
nature center, classrooms, and grounds to 
be an updated educational and experiential 
resource for all ages. This is a huge turning 
point in our already proud history.

The endless passion we see in our members 
and volunteers to learn, experience, 
and care for this precious Northwoods 
environment is one of the characteristics 
I love most about our NLDC community. 
Ultimately, we are all the stewards of the 
precious land and waters that mean so 
much to us and your enthusiasm is what 
drives our progress. We stand here for, and 
because of you, our members.  We are your 
North Lakeland Discovery Center.

- John Huesinkveld
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STAFF
MEMBERS

BOARD 
MEMBERS

 — John Huesinkveld, Executive Director
 — Licia Johnson,  Education Director
 — Lisa Fossum,  Finance Manager 
 — Ryan Walgren,  Facilities Manager 
 — Rachel Terracina,  Naturalist & Residential Coordinator
 — Emily Heald,  Water Program Coordinator 
 — Autumn Hill,  Membership & Marketing Coordinator
 — Marsha Kray-Fairfield,  Facilities & Event Coordinator
 — Colette Anderson,  Administrative Assistant
 — Maggie Klein,  Grounds & Maintenance
 — Al Fairfield,  Grounds & Maintenance (Seasonal)
 — Lucian Gindorff,  Grounds & Maintenance (Seasonal)

 — Eric Koster, Chair
 — Richard Phillips, Vice Chair
 — Gary Engstrom, Secretary
 — Tom Joseph, Treasurer
 — Karen Dixon, Immediate Past Chair
 — Rolf Ethun, Capital Campaign Coordinator
 — Diane Briggs
 — Marc Kettleson
 — JoAnn (Jody) Miller
 — Tom Olson
 — Stephen Russell
 — Russ Schroeder
 — Beth Wetzler
 — Brent Jelinski, North Lakeland School Liaison
 — Craig Dalton, Department of Natural 

Resources Liaison
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 — Emma Holtan, Lake Technician
 — Emma Bruck, Lake Technician
 — Nathan Clem, Water Monitoring Intern
 — Matt Flynn, Water Monitoring Intern
 — Jaycie Korth, Water Monitoring Intern

SEASONAL
INTERNS

We started the year with a really neat 
meteorological event known as “rime 
ice.” This is different from hoar-frost in 
that for rime ice forms as fog settles over 
the landscape when the temps are below 
freezing- super cooled water droplets (water 
that is below freezing but still liquid) in the 
fog attach to any object it hits and forms a 
beautiful furry or spikey ice on the object. 
Hoar frost is formed when water vapor in 
the air goes straight from vapor to a solid 
on objects, skipping the liquid phase- this 
occurs on clear nights with a light wind. We 
had fog warnings both nights, creating rime 
ice vs hoarfrost.

FEATURED
PHENOLOGY
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Rollie Alger
Ken Arvidson
Anice Arvidson
Merry Beckel
Penny Benson
Cathy Berch
Kim Bires-Jenich
Lydia Bouffiou
Cheryl Bowen
Jim Brzezinski
Diane Briggs
Jeff Burke
Daryl Carrington
Bill Cerny
Jack Cooper

800+ hours
dedicated!

Amanda Cowart
Craig Dalton
Trygve Danielson
Jeanette Danielson
Karen Dixon
Dorothy Douglass
Alan Drum
Gary Engstrom
Dick Fahning
Rolf Ethun
JoanFahning
Marsha Fairfield-Kray
Anita Flantz
Sally Gessner
Todd Gessner

Larry Gorrilla
Sue Holloway
Jim Hornbrook
Brent Jelinski
Mary Jenks
Dick Jenks
Nancy Johnson
Tom Joseph
Marc Kettleson
Maggie Klein
Mary Koster
Eric Koster
Kurt Landauer
Paul Lewandoski
Dick Logan

DISCOVERY
VOLUNTEERS

Volunteer Opportunities
We enjoy matching volunteers to their areas of 
interest. Many join us to assist with Education, 
Programming, Office Assistance, Clean Boats 
Clean Waters, Maintenance, Event Assistance, 
and Committee Participation.

Citizen Science
You don’t have to be a scientist to make a 
scientific impact! We train volunteers of all ages 
and abilities to conduct scientific research. 
Each year our nonprofessional scientists make 
a difference through aquatic invasive species 
monitoring, lake level monitoring, acoustic bat 
monitoring,  monarch tagging,  picture posts, 
crane counts, and amphibian surveys!

their time may be
valued at $25,000+ 
but if you ask us 
they are priceless!

Barb McFarland
Chad Mcgrath
Jody Miller 
Joannie Morgan
Cindy Moriarity
Tim Nickels
Otto Novak
Tom Olson
Barbara Olson
Dorla Osfar
Joe Osfar
Richard Phillips
Tom Preston
Paul Rosenberg
Marsha Rosenberg
John Rossmiller
Stephen Russell
Nancy Russell

Joan Sayre
Christy Schoofs
Russ Schroeder
David Sharken
Quita Sheehan
Elizabeth Stone
Ted Tabbert
Dick Theile
Wally Thiel
Dave Vogt
Carl Watras
Beth Wetzler
Debby Wilson
Kath Wilson
MW Womens 
Service League
Betsy Wulff

Please accept our aplogies for any volunteers not listed!
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ONLINE
- 18 Custom school programs 
served 330 students from 7 schools. 
- 7 Public program offerings
served 216 participants.

RESIDENTIAL
- Green Edventures and The Center 
for Conservation Leadership 
groups joined us for custom 
overnight programming. 

NATURE
EDUCATION

“I love working at my job because I can be creative 
with programming. Researching new and interesting 
topics for family, youth and adult programming, 
visiting new places to hike and canoe - whatever I 
find interesting, or wherever I want to explore- I am 
able to learn all about it, and then have the great 
privilege to share what I have learned with others! “ 
Licia Johnson, 
Education Director

“
”
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”
““The staff at NLDC are excellent and provide 

developmentally appropriate programming to 
our students.  The 4K students enjoy being on 
the NLDC campus and learn so much from being 
outdoors and participating in the activities.  They 
always especially love catching the critters in the 
lake and looking at all of the different ways animals 
adapt to their environments.  NLDC Discovery 
Day is our favorite field trip and event of the school 
year.” 
Linda Donner,
Lac du Flambeau Public School

OUTREACH
- 24 Custom school programs 
served 774 students from 9 schools. 
- 33 Public program offerings 
served 820 participants.

ON-SITE
- 160 Program offerings 
served 1,837 participants.
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THE WATER PROGRAM

Since 2010, the North Lakeland Discovery Center (NLDC) has 
coordinated a lake level monitoring project in Vilas County. 
The project formed as a partnership between UW Trout Lake 
Station, the Wisconsin DNR, and NLDC after concerned citizens 
and scientists began noticing very low lake levels around 2008 
in northern Wisconsin. The program started with 15 lakes, now 
referred to as the ‘heritage lakes’ as they are surpassing 10 
consecutive years of data, and in 2021 we installed gauges on a 
total of 26 lakes. Our program collects long-term data required 
to compare how different lake types respond to precipitation 
events spatially and temporally. Most of the lakes monitored are 
in Vilas County in Winchester and Presque Isle, but some span 
as far as Phelps. We have big lakes (maximum 1,165 acres) and 
small lakes (minimum 21 acres), seepage lakes and drainage/
drained lakes, lakes with and without public landings, and 
deep lakes (maximum max depth 105 feet) and shallow lakes 
(minimum max depth 16 feet). Each lake has a citizen scientist 
volunteer to record the lake level weekly during the ice free 
season. Our volunteers also share their lake level data with their 
lake associations for discussion. Lake monitoring enhances 
volunteers’ knowledge of their lake, and often encourages 
participation in other citizen science programs such as water 
clarity and chemistry, loon activity, and aquatic invasive species 
monitoring. This connection of people to the nature world is 
invaluable to the program, as well as the ecology of the entire 
region. In this way, we believe this program is not only an asset 
to scientific research, but also a fabulous avenue to spread our 
mission of connecting people to the natural world. 

The Water Program Team, made up of about 150 volunteers, 3 Water Monitoring Interns, 
2 Lake Technicians, and 1 Water Program Director, is proud to partner with Towns, Lakes 
Associations, professional consultants, and residents to preserve our lakes and fight 
the introduction, establishment, and spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) in the 
Northwoods. The Water Program team offers consulting, shoreline habitat restoration 
and management, lake level monitoring, grant writing, and both public and private 
workshops for our partners.

LAKE LEVEL MONITORING
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Our Water Program Team works to monitor over 36 lakes in Vilas 
County and the surrounding area, as well as several wetlands and 
sections of rivers. In 2021, our team hosted 5 AIS identification 
training programs throughout Vilas County, teaching new volunteers 
and citizens how to identify invasive species and what to do when 
they find them. NLDC also coordinates the Town Aquatic Invasive 
Species Partnership (TAISP) which consists of the NLDC, the 
Winchester Town Lakes Committee, the Manitowish Waters Lakes 
Association, and the Towns of Manitowish Waters, Winchester, 
and Boulder Junction. Our work includes managing existing 
known populations of AIS such as curly-leaf pondweed and purple 
loosestrife, as well as monitoring for new populations by performing 
early detection surveys on lakes without known AIS populations.

Yellow iris is considered an invasive species because it disrupts 
native vegetation and may dry up wetlands. Its origin is the Eurasian 
continent and it was brought here for its beauty in gardens. The 
removal of this invasive species is important so that the wildlife 
and native fauna can thrive off of the diversity of native shoreline 
vegetation. Yellow iris is especially widespread on the Turtle Chain 
of Lakes in Winchester. In 2020, we partnered with the Turtle Lakes 
Chain Association to contact thirty property owners who had yellow 
iris growing on their shorelines offering support from our team to 
help eradicate this species. The most challenging portion of the 
removal process was ensuring the entire rhizome was removed 
from the soil to reduce the probability of resprouting in the future. 
Yellow iris grows by sending out a thick red/orange rhizome into the 
soil, and multiple plants sprout off a single rhizome. Continuing the 
effort from 2020, our team spent another 60 hours removing Yellow 
Iris in 2021, bagging over a thousand pounds of plant material. 

The 2022 year brings big changes at the Discovery Center, campus-
wide and throughout the water program. With the new buildings 
and grounds development comes new partnerships and programs 
to grow with. The Water Program has said farewell to Emily Heald, 
Water Program Coordinator, who has been an invaluable member 
of the Water Program and has left an impressive mark on the lakes 
community in Vilas County. The new year has brought in a new Water 
Program Director, Jamie Van, who is excited to continue our efforts in 
AIS, lake level monitoring and water programming, while expanding 
our reach to include land stewardship, habitat restoration, and 
instilling passion to care for our earth and ecosystems that surround 
us here in the Northwoods. 

AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES

YELLOW IRIS REMOVAL

LOOKING FORWARD
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MEMBER
COMMUNITY

DISCOVERER $10,000+
Liz and Dick Uihlein

GUIDE $5,000+
Penny Benson
Pat and Robert Buenz
Jeanne and Tom Joseph
Debbie and Fred Schwartz

PATHFINDER $2,500+
James and Susan Bakke
Nancy and Steve Frank
Joyce and Dan Gavronski
Carol and Richard Phillips
Steen Traxler

VOYAGER $1,000+
Amy Jo and Richard Aylward
Paula and Steve Bell
Darlene and Bob Berdan
Mary Myers and Daryl 
Carrington
Leslie and Thomas Cervenka
Karen and Mike Dixon
Gary and Barb Engstrom
Rolf Ethun
Betty and Jerry Fuller
Carol and Otto Gebhardt
Velma and David Geraldson
Geri and Mike Heppe
Cathie and Scott Hernandez
Anita and Jim Hornbrook
Merrill and Bob Horswill
Mary and Richard Jenks
Ellen and Peter Johnson
Jody and Jeff Johnson
Barb and Bill Kauffman
John Keeler
Mary and Eric Koster
Kris and Raulf LaMarche
Sharon and Dave Lukas
Manitowish Waters Lakes 
Association
Ed Marshall
Barbara and John McFarland
Margery Mead
Doug Moericke Family
Dr. Diane Muri and Colonel 
John Aldridge
Barbara and Tom Olson

Anthony Pogodzinski
Judy and Robert Prentiss
Micki and Dave Rause
Cindy and Robert Richards
Nancy and Stephen Russell
Carrie Ryan
Judi Schmidt Arnold
Mary and Bill Schwartz
Terry and George Smith
Joyce Stocker
Carol Terstriep
WJ Truettner
Robert Von Holdt
Kim and Ed Weide
Neil Weinke
Deborah and Andrej Zajac

EXPLORER $500+
Cathy Berch
Susan and Gee Esslinger
Katie Foley
Walt Hobbs
Marilyn and Bill Hopper
Donald and Synthia Joseph
Becky and Marc Kettleson
Bob and Judy Klauer
Penny and Bernie Klotz
Kurt Landauer
Pamela Maxson-Cooper and 
Jack Cooper
Bob Twelmeyer
Kath Wilson

TRAILBLAZER $250+
Mary and Steve Ales
Ken Alix
Allene and Duncan Bachmann
Sandra Cashman and James 
Becker
Blue Bayou Inn
Cheryl  Bowen
Patty and Steve Brink
Kay and Steve Budnik
Susanna and Clark Albert
Annette and Tom Cole
Aliza Gilbert and Martin 
Coonen
Pam and Richard Dodge
Joanne and Dan Dugenske
Dave Flegel

Birch Lake Association
Joan and Douglas Borcherdt
Susan and Timothy Bottoms
Lydia Bouffiou
Barbara Bowman and Robert 
Gerritsen
Sue and Scott Brumblay
Kathleen Burdsall and Howard 
Feddema
Nancy and James Burger
Ron Burger
C&S Design and Engineering
Patricia and Mark Christensen
Scott Christopher
Cynthia Clarke and Dave 
Sugar
Rebecca Cole and Michael 
Porter
Kitty and Bob Cook
Nancy and Dick Cope
Rachelle Cota
Cowart Household
Patti and Bob Criscione
Carol and Tom Crowley
Mary Hart and Kenneth Cuatt
Barbara Cummings Bolduc
Terry Daulton and Jeff Wilson
Linda and Cecil Davis
Densing Household
Charlene and Michael DeWald
Dietz’s Service
Monica Donahoe and Daniel 
Lynch
Beth Douglass
Stephen Eager
Meg Erler
Pam and Al Eschenbauch
Barbara Fabry and Cynthia Lee
Anita Flantz
Patricia Frazier
Joanne and Robert Fredberg
Sandy Fuchs and Steve 
Koehler
Bob Fuller
The Geurts Family
Char Glashagel

Susie and David Fondrie
Judith and Ward Fuller
Jenny and Glenn Goldschmidt
Dawn and Curt Hastings
Peter Hatch
Kelli and Marty Heindel
David Horne
Jacquart Fabric Products/
Stormy Kromer
Mary Jung
Laura and Frederick Locher
Noreen and David Lull
Kathy and Thom Mansur
Marilyn and Jim Martingilio
David McMurray
JoAnn Miller
Donald Novak
Jan and Jeff Novak
Margo and Bill Perkins
Becky and Doug Pinney
Mary Lou and Lewis Holmes 
Raker
Jeanne and Steve Regnier
Russ Schroeder
Emily Shannon
Thomas and Gunilla Skonie
Susan Stephenson
Elizabeth Stone and Richard 
Theile
Joy and Chip Stringer
Jim and Jean Volke
Beth and Pete Wetzler
Robyn and Gene Wilberg
Emily and Rob Wixson
Suzanne and Mitchell Wolf

ADVENTURER $100+
Trish and Kurt Adam
Barb and Terry Cisler
Carne Andrews and Tim 
Schumann
Annabelle Lake Property 
Owners Association
Barbara Austin and N. A. 
Kamrath
Pam and Mike Baeten
Jim and Audrey Banovetz
Bear Paw Pottery
Ann and Eric Benn
Ardis Berghoff
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Denise Goldsworthy
Pat and Carl Greer
Renee and Frank Groh
Linda and Bob Growney
Corrie and Steve Grummon
John Hanson
Tom Hartman
Anne and John Hazelwood
Michelle and John Hedin
Nellie Herrmann and Dick 
Hemming
Joan and Dennis Hill
Julie and Al Hillery
Hipp Household
Dawn and Greg Holt
Daniel and Susan Horton
Lori  Shepherd and Scott 
Howells
Cathy and Jay Huff
Imaginuity Enterprises
Lora and Steve Janak
Marsha Johnson
Nora Joseph and Ken Pierce
Joswiak Household
Kathleen and John Jursa
Alice and Vincent Justinak
Sally and John Kaiser
Mary and Tim Kamp
Deborah and Joseph Kaylor
Arlene Kellett
Maureen and John Keyes
Howard Kidd
Lynne and Tom Kilian
Kiyabu Household
Sheila and Harland Klagos
Sue and Paul Koehl
Susan and Keith Kost
Helen and Jim Krahn
Ron and Winnie Krueger
Ramona Kubica
Nancy and Doug Lacey
Sharon and Steve LeFeber
June and Paul Lewandoski
Terry and Dennis Lipp
Denise and Richard Logan
Patricia and James Logan
Connie and Jim Long

Nicole and Rich Andrews
Angela and Gregg Apostoloff
Susan and Roger Appell
Lori and Dennis Aukstik
Geary and Valerie Axen
Beverly and David Baar
Elodie and Geoffrey Bacci
Brooke and Sam Badger
Michele and Tom Baer
Kay and Robert Baetz
Shirley and Bob Barnum
Patricia and Robert Barofsky
Judy and Al Barry
Beth Barutha
Sarah and Howard Bass
Simon Batistich
Patricia and Richard Bechtel
Dianne Wichmann and 
Gerhard Becker
Jeanne and Rudy Becker
Diane Beda
June and Gary Beier
Kristin Beischel
Karen Berg Helfgot and Mike 
Helfgot
Richard Bergman
Jeanne and Andy Bergstrom
Sarah Besadny and Jim Meiers
Susan and John Biedron
Kathy and Tim Biernat
Christine Binter
Kim Bires-Jenich and Marty 
Jenich
Birken Household
Louise and Kevin Birschbach
Bitner Household
Sue and Steve Blankenheim
Judith Bloom
Jim Blum
Terri and Bob Bodee
Karin Bodenhagen and George 
Simatovich
Kristoffer Boerner

Daniel Looney Sr
Patti and Gary Luckow
Gina and Scott Luedtke
Luker Household
Mary and Allan Manteuffel
Paula Marquardt and Jerry 
Rayala
Cheryl Martin
Kippy and Jeff Meessmann
Amanda and Lawrence Megan
Beth and James Merkowitz
Joyce and Dan Meyer
Mary and Steven Miller
Victoria and Mark Minsloff
Richard Mortell
Jean and Don Motsinger
Victoria and Walter Nelson
Gale and Timothy Nickels
Marcia Obukowicz
Carolyn and Jim Opitz
Carole and Peter Paquette
Mary Ann and Richard Pedtke
Ruth and Bruce Peterson
Pfeiffer Household
Nancy and Ray Pilmonas
Norm Poulton
Karin and John Randolph
Mary and Charles Ray
Amy and Daniel Rayala
Jan and Don Rayala
Marshall Reckard Sr.
Ann and Craig Recob
Mary Nell and Bill Reif
Susan Renner and Rich 
Johnson
Patience and Charlie Rockey
Helen and John Rossmiller
Thea and Paul Sager
Sanborn Household
Savage Household
Carol and Terry Schott
Marcia and Bob Schroeder
Patti and Donald Schroeder
Jim and Debbie Schumaker
Kelly Seeliger
Kathi Seifert
Rod and Myrtle Sharka

Judy Sharken Simon and Chris 
Simon
Mid and Parker Sharpe
Pat Christie and Mike 
Shouldice
Debbie and Steve Simek
Karen and Jim Sislo
Ronald Skala
Christine Slauson
Mary Jo Slone and Chad 
McGrath
Sharon and Paul Specht
Kim and Mark Sponem
Kay and Jack Stellpflug
Chuck Stonecipher
Alice Kuether and Greg 
Strasser
Elizabeth and James Sugar
Deb and Scott Sullivan
Shelly and Dan Susina
Andrew Teece
Bryon Thornburgh and Hillary 
Joseph
Pam and Tim Tyson
Joseph and Carol Valaitis
Karen and Tom Van Etten
Sally von Zirngibl
Jillayne and Jeff Waite
Kerry and Carl Wilke
Deborah Wilson and Wes Doak
Winchester Town Lakes 
Committee
JoAnn and Dean Zaumseil
Phyllis Zeiss
Donna and Mike Zierdt
Cindy Zubowski

TREKKER $50+
Marcie Ahmann
Tom and Pat Ahonen
Barrett Albert
Renae Alswager-Klein and 
Mike Klein
Carolyn and Rick Andrejat
Nan Andrews

712 members
support our mission
to connect people, 

nature, and the
community!
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Emily and Jim Bokern
Bomrad Household
Mary Jo and Craig Boyd
Meta and Jim Brandt
John and Susan Brant
Linda Brazzoni
Catherine and Dennis 
Breitholtz
Robert and Sharon Bridges
Dianne Briggs
LaVergne and Ed Brodsky
Anne Brouwer and Dick 
Schaus
John Bruhn
Pat and Carl Brust
Jerry and Bonnie Burgette
Sue and Steve Burke
Mary Burns and John Bates
Carol and Robert Burress
Francis and Jeff Adams
Mari and John Buzza
Mary Ellen Cagney
Barbara and Paul Capps
Lisa and Steve Carter
Judy and Jon Cassady
Tom and Sharon Christie
Paul and Robin Chryst
Enid Cleaves
Renee and Jim Coleman and 
Family
Ann and Bob Combs
Grace and Mark Courchane
Jackie and Jim Crowder
Kathleen and John Curtis
Nan and Mark Curtis
Dahlberg Household
Beth Dahlmeier
Gina Denicolo and Steve 
Chiakas 
DeNicolo Galloway Household
Anne and Brian Derber
Kelley and Frank DiLeonardi
Diane and Glenn Doering
Susan and Richard 
Draszkiewicz
Draves Household
Gretchen and Bill Dresen
Jane and Bill Duckert
CeCe and David Easton
Phil and Cheryl Eaton
Ebert Household

Elizabeth and Scott Logan
Linda Long
Eileen and Charlie Lonsdorf
Margaret Lorenz
Mark and Amy Lorenz
Mary Magray
Marie and Dean Marin
Jo and Rick Markham
Jerry and Sharon Storke
Lynn and Dick Martin
Kathie and Russ Maschek
Betsy and Randy Matsche
Ann Mawicke
McCollian Family
Christine and John 
McConachie
Sheila and John McDonnell
Mary and Jack Melrose
Debra and William Mennell
Deborah Millar
Eugene and Rita Miller
Amy and Bill Moerschbaecher
Cindy and Mike Moriarity
Thomas and Janice Morse
Cindy and Dan Mottl
Mary and Gerald Mrochek
Molly Murphy
Nancy and James Naylor
Elaine and Richard Newton
Mary Lou and Thomas Nicholls
Mary and Thomas Nordland
Tim Oksiuta
Jeanann and Dan Oliva
Mike and Gail Ondresky
Michael Opager and Lisa 
Dehorn
Barb and Richard Parker
Christy Parks
Pat Passo
Jodi and Bill Patek
Hedda Patzke
Linda and Jeff Perrigo
Christopher Perzan
Ellen and Wayne Peterson
Lori and Kevin Peterson
Sheryl Pethers
Lawrence and Joni Petrillo

Debbie and Jim Echlin
Ann and Patrick Egan
Jackie and Kurt Eggebrecht
Cathy Elkins
Suma Elwell
Pamela and Rick Engelmeier
Mike and Christina Engen
Joe and Jennifer Heitz
Christine Fairchild and Jim 
Cosby
Jean Farrell-Holtan
Carmen and John Farwell
Sonja Vaughan and Lee 
Fassbender
Holly and Greg Fleming
Charles and Amy Fritz
Kathy and Chuck Fritz
Debra Fulscher
Deborah and Richard Galaty
Joan and Deane Galloway
Kathy and Ed Gamoke
Tom Gannon
Sally and Todd Gessner
Tracy and Mark Ghiloni
Cindy and Tom Giesen
Karen and Mark Gleisner
Anna and Chris Goetz
Dana and Jason Goodman
Linda and Ronald Graf
Green Household
Joy Greenlee
Carol and Darryl Gust
Debbie and Gary Gustafson
Sara Haas
Vanessa and Mark Haese-
Lehman
Dede and Dean Hall
Beth Hamelink
Jean Hanson
Janet Hawkinson
Katherine and James Head
Julie Hellwig and Jim Zedler
Bonnie and Weber Hermann
Autumn Hill
Fred and Kim Hiort
Kay and Mel Hoff
Paula and James Holden
Colleen and John Holmbeck
Larry Hopkins and Deborah 
Daniels
Paula and Dave Hougan

Lisa and John Houk
Aubrey Hoye
Dan and Barb Hulbert
Hulbert Household
Reita and Tom Hutton
Jim and Jan Ihlenfeld
Imhoff Household
Peg and Randy Jacobsen
Ronie Jacobsen and Mike 
Czarny
Maureen and William Janes
Brian and Patricia Johnson
Denise and Jim Johnson
Mary and Barry Johnson
Alvena and Harry Kaczmarek
Sandy and Steve Kahl
Rita and Robert Kary
Marjorie Kenyon-Cler and Joel 
Cler
Dennis and Kathy Kieper
Lolly and Dick Kloepfer
Susan Knight
Bobbie and Tom Kocim
James and Patricia Koelbl
Jayne and Tom Koepke
Gail Komarek
Brenda and John Koprowski
Mary and Jerry Kort
Kay and Jeff Krans
Cheryl and Steve Kraynick
Peggy and Ken Krol
Bonnie and Greg Kruckenberg
Sue Kuber
Karen and Brian Kuhn
Sue and Charles Kuhnmuench
Anne Marie and Jason Kupstis
Aaron Kurth
Phillip Kweton
Jo Ann and Donald Lang
Darcy Lanz-Sage and Scott 
Sage
Stephen and Barbara Larsh
Susan and Benjamin Lasecki
Arleen and Ed Lee
Cassandra and Steve Lee
Jeanne and David Leland and 
Family
John and Sally Lewinski
Michele and Chuck Lippert
Susan Loeffler

your membership 
inspires love and 

an ethic of care for 
the northwoods 
throughout the 

community!
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Cheryl & Ross Pettit
Robert Pilcher
Pils Household
Bill Pinkovitz
Jen and David Plemon
Barbara and Gary Plouff
Wendell and Kathy Podulka
Tim and Diane Pruitt
Judy Ranney and Robert 
Latchaw
Nancy Rebholz
Billiejo Rehberg
Lori Remeika and Craig Wolfe
Mykos Ress
Karen and Frederick Rhynders
Tracy and Greg Richburg
Captain Jim Robinson
Janelle and Frederic Robinson
Susan Robinson
Lois Rock Peterson and 
Richard Peterson
John Rockenbach
Sue and Tom Rodell
June and Kurt Rojahn
Patty and Doug Roskom
Cathy Royer
Judy and Bob Ruch
Jan and Rob Rude
R&C Russell
Judy and Carl Sattersten
Mary and Charles Scheid
Ellen Schlichting and Phil 
St.Clair
Schlinkmann Household
Donna and Steve Schmidt
Tom and Susan Schroeter
Barbara and Bill 
Schweisheimer
Jim and Mary Shanahan
Sarane and Bruce Siewerth
Debra and Robert Silvis
LeeAnn and Rodney Silvis
Simonis Household
Viki and Sam Skobel
Skolaski Household
LuAnn and Mark Smit
Darrell Smith and Pennylynn 
Zobel
Judy and Mike Smolarek
Mary and William Sneed
Christine and Tony Solano
Sherie and Dr. Paul Sondel
Daniel and Sherri Stafford
Peggy and Bob Steber

Timothy Moscinski
Danielle Nelson
Pat and Bill Newel
Emmie Norton
Gwenn Nyhagen
Sue Osborn
Pabian Household
Petrenchik Household
Radant Family
Alex Radtke
Tamela and Daniel Raiten
Jenna Richardson
Donna Roche
Jim Rose
Marsha and Paul Rosenberg
Irv and Susan Rueger
John Sanderson
Joan Sayre
Judy and Jon Schumacher Sr
Patricia Schwai
Jane Sedivy
Sharp Household
William Shope
Chris Simpson
Gudrun Sindermann
Diane Smith
Louise and Florian Smoczynski
Jane Somers
Tom Sonntag
Dennis and Susan Spaete
Jane Spaeth
Gayle Strand
Jill and Dowd Sullivan
Peggy Tameling 
Jerry Teclaw
Laura and David Michael 
Thorp
Debby Thyssen
Toussaint Household
Kathy Trochlell
Mark Uscian
Mary Watkins
Tom Wepfer
Laura Vanhoorn and David 
Wickeham
Mona Wiechmann
Tom Wierzba
Fred Witter
Linda and Mark Zander
Judith Zawojewski

Jane Stegemiller
Melissa and Dennis Stehlik
Stephen Stonefield
Jerry and Sharon Storke
Brad and Christy Stott
Leah Sugar
Prudy and David Sullivan
Ann and Duanne Swift
Susan Swingen
Linda and Rick Talentowski
Judy and Wally Thiel
Pam Thul-Immler
Beth Tornes and Bill Dickens
David Uher
Mary and Bob Vogel
Margit von Frankenberg
Jane and John Wagner
Christine and Max Wallace
Betsy and Michael Waller
Gail Warkentin and Paul Young
Dawn and Mark Washatka
Kay Wegner and Gary Kvasnica
Carolyn and William Weh
Ken and Julie Welsh
Sherry and Burt Werch
Tina and Mark Westphal
Renee and Gary Whirry
Catherine and Keith White
Jean Wiencek and Bill Williams 
and Family
Bernie and Jean Wiggins
Nancy and Philip Williams
Ann and John Wilson
Wilson Household
Jean and Gale Wolf
Susan Wolter
Helyn and Jay Woolf
Rusty and Betsy Wulff
Kim and Jerrold Yencich
Gay and John Yost
Gina Zagotta
Zwieg Household

SEEKER $30+
Anna Rose and Carl Auersch
Randall and Kathrine Backe
Bruce Bacon
Max Bailey
Merry and Al Beckel
Cynthia Beckerleg
Kathleen and Robert Bentley
Barbara Beutler
Judy Blake
Dave Blunk

Arlene Bozicnik
Bradbury Household
Leslie Joy Bruns
Sally Bryan
Nancy Burns
Butler Household
Kathleen and Douglas Cassidy
Alan Ciesielczyk and Marie 
Joan Bouley
Sara Clem
Davis Household
Kathy and Gary Donner
Sue and Alan Drum
Kathryn Dumas
Linda Dunn
Marguerite  Feley
Betty Forster
Freck Household
Eileen and Mike Gerrity
Gilbert and Irene Gravelle
Linda Grear
Haase Household
Suzi Hammer
Hansen Household
Harvey Household
Joan Hauer
Carol Heitman
Patricia Porter Hepburn and 
Kenneth Hepburn
Denise and Stephen Herzberg
Patrick and Patricia Hitt
Kevin Jacobson
Pat Johnson
Mimi Fagan
Wendy Jones
Yvonne Kehl and Michael 
Chambers
Charlene Klemp and Heather 
Gehrt
Janelle and Kurt Kohl
Kim Kost
Elaine Kotlarek
Mary Langlois
Susan and Dan Lansdown
Janis and Michael Leppin
Cathy Logan Weber
Sharon and Jeffrey Lucas
Lisa and Bill Lundberg
Susan and Richard Malkowski
Ray Mathey
McNabb Household
Virginia Metzdorf
Meyer Household
Ann Milne

we appreciate each 
and every member 
who supports the 
growth of discovery 
year after year!
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FINANCIAL 
SNAPSHOT

Sales
Insurance
Membership & Fundraising
Facilities & Trails
Programs
Administration
Payroll, Benefits, & Taxes

$179
$12,154
$12,227
$25,921
$38,279
$42,437
$407,948

0%
2%
2%
5%
7%
8%
76%

EXPENSES - $539,736

Memorials
Sales & Interest

Fundraisers
Facilities & Trails

Programs, Events, & Grants
Membership & Donations

$3,120
$4,942

$18,791
$61,397

$221,548
$223,684

1%
1%
3%

11%
42%
42%

REVENUE - $533,483

*These figures exclude $1.8 million revenue and expenses from our capital campaign

2020-2021 fiscal year
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Aberdeen Restaurant and Bar
Mary Adams
Mark and Peggy Afable
Betty Ainger
Mary and Steve Ales
Laurie Allen and Matthew Ferry
Alliant Energy Foundation
AmazonSmile Foundation
Colette and Dale Anderson
Kathryn Angell and Mark 
Mastel
Kay and Gerald Arlen
Ken and Anice Arvidson
Judy Awe
Randall and Kathrine Backe
Gary Badura
Jim and Audrey Banovetz
Linda Lea Barber
Patricia and Robert Barofsky
Sally and Tom Basting
Mary Burns and John Bates
Susie and Jim Bauer
Bear Paw Pottery
Dianne Wichmann and 
Gerhard Becker
Sandra Cashman and James 
Becker
Paula and Steve Bell
Ann and Eric Benn
Kathleen and Robert Bentley
Richard and Margaret Bernard
Christine Binter
Birch Lake Association
Sandra and George Biszak
Blue Bayou Inn, Ltd
Blue Ridge Discovery Center
Jim Blum
Dave Blunk
Mary and Wayne Bolla
Margaret and William Bordihn
Susan and Timothy Bottoms
Linda Brazzoni
Dianne Briggs
Karyn Brisk
Sally Bryan
Pat and Robert Buenz
Susanna and Clark Albert
Francis and Jeff Adams
Camp Jorn YMCA
Carlin Lake Association
Mary Myers and Daryl 
Carrington
Scott Carroll

Le Ann and James Carstens
Lisa and Steve Carter
Barb and Si Cartland
Judy and Jon Cassady
Cerny’s Greenhouse
Alan Ciesielczyk and Marie 
Joan Bouley
CK Builders
Cynthia Clarke and Dave 
Sugar
Coldwell Banker Mulleady 
Realtors, Inc.
Debra Berndt and Richard 
Collins
Kitty and Bob Cook
Nancy and Dick Cope
Mary Hart and Kenneth Cuatt
Maureen and Kent Dahlgren
Ellen Dahnke
Dairymen’s, Inc.
Jill and Bob Delaney
Densing Household
Charlene and Michael DeWald
Kelley and Frank DiLeonardi
Karen and Mike Dixon
DOCKshop
Gretchen and Bill Dresen
Duane and Kathleen Foulkes 
Foundation
Joanne and Dan Dugenske
Nadine and Mel Duncan
Karen and Jack Edelbrock
Roseanne and Dr. Edward 
Ehrlich

Cathy Elkins
Joe and Jennifer Heitz
Gary and Barb Engstrom
John Erffmeyer
Susan and Gee Esslinger
Rolf Ethun
Judy Farling
Howard and Stacey Fishman
Fleming Heating
Art and Sue Foulke
Judith Fritz
Kathy and Chuck Fritz
From A Friend
Sandy Fuchs and Steve 
Koehler
Bob Fuller
Janice Gehrke
Diane Geis
Tom and Carol Gelwicks
Kelly and Craig Glaunert
Linda and Robert Gleason
Marcia and Philip Grear
Great Northern Motel
Pat and Carl Greer
Kevin and Cindy Griffith
Frances and Walter Grobelny
Renee and Frank Groh
Linda and Bob Growney
Ann and Walter Gustafson
Debbie and Gary Gustafson
Janet and Charles Haas
Jean Hanson
Peg and Jon Hardt
Dawn and Curt Hastings

Janet Hawkinson
Anne and John Hazelwood
Hegel Family Charitable Fund
Sari and Davis Henley
Nancy and Steve Hensley
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Bonnie and Weber Hermann
John Heusinkveld
Hiawatha Lake Association
Jim and Ann Higgins
Dorothy and Elmer Hilgendorf
Julie and Tom Hipp
Christa Hogan
Paula and James Holden
Colleen and John Holmbeck
Paul Holtan
Lori Shepherd and Scott 
Howells
Susi and Tom Irwin
Marcene and Harlow James
Jester Studios
Mary and Millard Johnson
Johnson Cottage, LLC
Jeanne and Tom Joseph
Alice and Vincent Justinak
Richard Kahl
Sally and John Kaiser
Barbara and Bill Kane
Anne and Randy Karch
Deborah and Joseph Kaylor
Jenifer and Aaron Kennedy
Tammy and Jeff Kennedy
Maureen and John Keyes
Lynne and Tom Kilian

“To invest in your own community is 
always good business. After having 
owned a place in Manitowish Waters 
since 1970, I am convinced the 
Discovery Center is a great asset to 
our community. Educating tourists, 
residents, and our youth about the 
value of protecting and conserving 
our Northwoods lifestyle becomes 
more important every year.”

- Peter & Ellen Johnson

“
”

DONOR COMMUNITY
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Bob and Judy Klauer
Charlene Klemp and Heather 
Gehrt
Jeff Knauf
Bobbie and Tom Kocim
Sue and Paul Koehl
Mary and Jerry Kort
Kelly and Holly Kost
Mary and Eric Koster
Kay and Jeff Krans
Marsha Kray-Fairfield and Al 
Fairfield
Cheryl and Steve Kraynick
Mike Kupper
Lakeland Animal Eviction, LLC
Mary Langlois
Susan and Benjamin Lasecki
Carrie Lauritzen
Carl Lekan
Jeanne and David Leland and 
Family
Pat and Tim Lerch
John and Mary Lewis
Michele and Chuck Lippert
Jane and Scott Smith
Laura and Frederick Locher
Patricia and James Logan
Joanne and Richard Long
Sharon and Jeffrey Lucas
Susan and Richard Malkowski
Manito Art League
Manitowish River Studio/Trails 
North
Manitowish Waters 
Community Church
Manitowish Waters Historical 
Society
Anita Manweiler Salinas and 
Walle Salinas Jr.
Charles Mara
Ed Marshall
Betsy and Eric Matz
Pamela Maxson-Cooper and 
Jack Cooper
Chris and John McConachie
Sheila and John McDonnell
Cestjon McFarland and 
Thomas Goodlin
David McMurray
Amanda and Lawrence Megan
Melinda and Dave Schnell
Doris and David Mergen
Beth and James Merkowitz
Joyce and Dan Meyer
Kenneth Middleton
Mary and Steven Miller
Reverand Robert Miller
Ann Milne

Orva Mommsen
James Moore
Cindy and Mike Moriarity
Judith and Robert Mott
Sally Mundt
Nasi Construction
Jonel and John Near
Patricia Castelli and Peter 
Newman
Gale and Timothy Nickels
Phyllis and Phillip Ninedorf
Northwoods Accents
Mary Jo Oberpriller
Pamela and T. Patrick O’Malley
Papoose Lake Association
Sue and Fred Parsons
Paul and Alice Olson 
Foundation
Kimberly and David Paulson
Suzanne and Chips Paulson
Barbara and Terry Peck
Barbara and Ernest Pellegrino
Ellen and Wayne Peterson
Cheryl & Ross Pettit
Barbara and Randall Phelps
Carol and Richard Phillips
Pitlik & Wick, Inc.
Plum Lake Golf Club
Sandra and Charles Polivka
Maueen Potter
Premier Retirement Partners, 
LLC
Judy and Robert Prentiss
Pukall Lumber Foundation, Inc.
Mary Lou and Lewis Holmes 
Raker
Mary Nell and Bill Reif
Susan Renner and Rich 
Johnson
Sally and Laura Reuling
Diane Reynolds
Cindy and Robert Richards
Marilyn and Dale Rinehard
River’s Edge Lodge & 
Outfitters
John Rockenbach
Patience and Charlie Rockey
Sue and Tom Rodell
Sarah and Jim Rose
Marsha and Paul Rosenberg
Irv and Susan Rueger
Nina Ruskey and Rita Socha
Ed and Jean Sattersten
Marjorie and James Sauer
Sauter Builders
Sayner - St. Germain Fish & 
Wildlife Club
Anne Brouwer and Dick 

Schaus
Mary and Charles Scheid
Ellen Schlichting and Phil 
St.Clair
Bonnie Schmidt
Kara Johnson and Peter 
Schmidt
Tony and Nicole Schmidt
Lynne Scholfield
Lynn Schroeder
Jan and DuWayne 
Schumacher
Debbie and Fred Schwartz
Barbara and Bill 
Schweisheimer
Mary and Paul Seidl
Margot and Ronald Sersen
Ken and Mary Lou Shepski
Pat Christie and Mike 
Shouldice
Sarane and Bruce Siewerth
Pam and Ted Simons
Karen and Jim Sislo
Smoky Lake Preservation 
Association, Inc.
Snow’s Family Market
Richard Sobanski
Christine and Tony Solano
Sherie and Dr. Paul Sondel
Debbie and Lee Spector and 
Family
Nancy and Glenn Speich
Barbara and David Stengele
Susan Stephenson
Barbara and James Syverud
Janis and Stephen Szorc
The Bruning Foundation
Virginia Thomas
Laura and David Michael 
Thorp
Debby Thyssen
To The Nines
Trout Lake Golf and Country 
Club
Karen and Tom Van Etten
Mary and Greg Van Grinsven
Sonja Vaughan and Lee 
Fassbender
Gloria and Frank Vitelli
Cherie and Richard Vought
Nadine Wachholz
WAEE
Jane and John Wagner
Waldmann Construction, Inc
Christine and Max Wallace
Wampum Shop
Dawn and Mark Washatka
Bunny and Bill Weisendanger

Tom Wepfer
Meg and Dave Werren
Whispering Pines
Wildcat Lake Association
Thelma Wilson
Marilyn Wittry
James Wolff
Judith Eastburn and James Work
Mardelle and William Wuerger
Linda and Mark Zander
Deborah and Andrej Zajac
Phyllis Zeiss
Cindy Zubowski

IN KIND
Kathryn Angell and Mark Mastel
Stephanie Boismenue
Boulder Junction Lakes Alliance
Cheryl  Bowen
Mary Myers and Daryl Carrington
Andrew and Maggie Die
Joanne and Dan Dugenske
Rolf Ethun
Dave and Julie Gier
John Heusinkveld
Mary and Richard Jenks
Marsha Kray-Fairfield and Al 
Fairfield
Denise and Richard Logan
LUMW Foundation
Main Street Framing
Mercer Garden Center
Nancy and David Miller
Dr. Diane Muri and Colonel John 
Aldridge
Nature’s Press
Oneida County Land & Water 
Conservation Department
Papoose Lake Association
Nancy and Michael Patek
Peeplelures
Pat and Chris Pfannerstill
Nancy and Stephen Russell
Carol and Terry Schott
Jim and Debbie Schumaker
Mary Anne Smrz
Michelle and Jon Taschek
Jerry Teclaw
Darrell Toliver
Liz and Dick Uihlein
Dennis and Ann Wilm
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305 dedicated 
supporters
contributed to the
discovery center
operations 
in 2021!

HONORARIUM
Robert Brismaster

Bob Mayfield
Vern and Ruth Cottam

Thomas and Christine Cottam
Arthur Fruhman

Kay and Gerald Arlen
Mary and Chester Przybyski
Alice and Robert Whitney

Wayne Harrington
Susan and Keith Kost

William “Bill” Heins
Winchester Lions Club
Sue and Scott Rudesill
Nancy Johnson

Mary and Richard Jenks
Deborah and Peter Woerpel

Melanie, Timothy, & Joyce Johnson
Mary and Eric Koster

Alan D. Judkins
Joan and William Fulton
Barbara Kolbus
Joanne and Roger Lenke
Janis and Morris Maurer
Arletta Newton
Liz and George Radakovich
Ruth Ann Skoronski
Eugene A. Skowronski
Andrew/Lyn Stegemiller

Filomena Lea
Bomrad Household

Hannah Morse (Greeter Retriever)
Thomas and Janice Morse

Barbara J Novak
Patricia and Thomas Frandy
Gilbert and Irene Gravelle

Carolyn Otterness
Ann Milne

Marty Ozinga III
Karen and Tom Van Etten

Jean Rein
Joe and Mary Brobson
David and Jennifer Gross
Theodore and Susan Nowak
Ned and Karen Price
David Vogt

Steve Russell
Deborah Ackerman

Wendy Sporleder
Ann Milne

David Suthard “Muskie” Memorial
Kari, Marc & Trey Mather
Gail Robinson

FUND A WISH
Kathleen and Robert Bentley
Lydia Bouffiou
Karen and Mike Dixon
Rolf Ethun
Katherine and James Head
Fred and Kim Hiort
Mary and Eric Koster
Cheryl & Ross Pettit
Janelle and Frederic Robinson
Nancy and Stephen Russell
The Northwoods Explorers Of Space and Astronomy

ENDOWMENTS
Dorothy Rose Baker Endowment in support of Citizen Science
Tom and Barbara Olson Endowment in support of Nature Education
Ilg Endowment in support of Education
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An update on our 
pathway to new 
discoveries:
The year 2021 was an exciting time as we began to 
see the campus develop and take shape for the 
next phase of its legacy. 

Renovations of the Historic YCC Lodge were 
completed and feature a large gathering room, 
lakeside portico, two functional restrooms, and a 
wing of staff offices. In past years you could have 
harvested ice in the middle of the lodge anytime 
from October to March. Now, its geothermal 
heating is maintaining a cozy 68 degrees, even 
when temperatures have dipped to -20 outside. 

The cozy feeling also transferred over to the 
team of personnel. The staff is finally able 
to cooperate alongside one another during 
their worktime which promotes collaboration 
throughout different sectors in our organization. 
This cohesiveness will be imperative as we grow 
services and expand our reach over the next 
decade. 

Additionally, two cabin connections have been 
finalized, and a third is nearing completion, 
to house residential groups year-round. This 
involved filling the empty space between cabins 
with a functional and accessible bathroom and 
shower area. Thus, the table is set for expanded 
programming to further our mission of connecting 
people with nature and our vision to be a leading 
resource to lifelong environmental learning and 
outdoor recreation.

Possibly one of the most exciting aspects was 
growing our donor list from 190 to over 600 
individuals! This combined community effort 
has established $3.6 million for the campaign. 
That includes $2,249.50 from the North Lakeland 
School’s annual change drive, as well as nature 
lover Max Geurts’ 11th birthday money.  We’re 
simply overwhelmed with the size and breadth of 
community support.

CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
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$100,000+
Meg and Dan Donoghue
Ellen and Peter Johnson
Barry MacLean
Carol and Richard Phillips

$50,000+
Ken Alix
Rolf Ethun
Mary and Richard Jenks
Jeanne and Tom Joseph
The Bruning Foundation
Bell Family Charitable Foun-
dation
John and Vicki Langer
Debbie and Fred Schwartz

$10,000+
Michele and Tom Baer
Jeneane and Don Blom
Cheryl  Bowen
Clack Family Foundation

Eilene Dybvad
Betty and Jerry Fuller
Joyce and Dan Gavronski
Diana and John Grimmer
Anita and Jim Hornbrook
Merrill and Bob Horswill
Mary and Barry Johnson
Bob and Judy Klauer
Kris and David Lenz
Single Step Foundation
May Family Foundation
Margery Mead
Barb and Richard Parker
Micki and Dave Rause
Carrie Ryan
Terry and George Smith
St. Matthias Thrift Shop
Sally von Zirngibl
Deborah Wilson and Wes Doak
Michele and Dean Ziegler

Bob Twelmeyer
Kim and Ed Weide
Meg and Dave Werren
Neil Weinke

$1,000+
Tom and Pat Ahonen
Carne Andrews and Tim 
Schumann
Ken and Anice Arvidson
Geary and Valerie Axen
Sarah and Roger Becklund
Barbara and Charles Behnke
Cathy Berch
Darlene and Bob Berdan
Sarah Besadny and Jim Meiers
Kay and Steve Budnik
Susanna and Clark Albert
The Christopher Family Foun-
dation
Paul and Robin Chryst
Julia Coffey

$5,000+
Amy Jo and Richard Aylward
Paula and Steve Bell
Mary Myers and Daryl Car-
rington
Lisa and Steve Carter
Gary and Barb Engstrom
Incredible Bank Foundation
Fotsch Family Foundation
Marilyn and Bill Gabert
Michelle and Chris Gangemi
Manitowish Waters Lakes 
Association, Inc.
Ron and Winnie Krueger
Manitowish Waters Lions Club
Ed Marshall
Cindy Sobczak and Tom Miller
Barbara and Tom Olson
David and Katie Simon
Chuck Stonecipher
Jen and Blake Theisen

549 supportive donors contributed 
$1,800,000+ to this project during 2021!

Looking ahead to next year we have signed 
a fixed-price construction contract with S.D. 
Ellenbecker, Inc., to build our new Discovery 
Hall.  Work will commence in spring 2022. Many 
different elements of the center will be added 
or upgraded to complete the site and make our 
campus safe, environmentally friendly, and easy 
to find. We have plans to include rain gardens, 
crushed granite pathways, signage, site lighting, 
septic, wells, and more. 

The nature center will be the showstopper 
element in the new addition. We can’t wait to 
show off our human-scale eagle’s nest, the new 
digs for our critters, murals, a river motif and so 
much more! The dynamic teaching space will be 
invaluable to the community and guests as we 
inspire an ethic of care for the Northwoods. 

The core work of the Discovery Center has 
never been more important.  Exposure to and 
connections with nature yield not just knowledge, 
but also a better-informed citizenry more capable 
of addressing the critical environmental issues of 
today and for decades forward.
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Annette and Tom Cole
Kitty and Bob Cook
Kris and Jeff Cope
Lauren and Hans Dahl
Roger and Maura Denton
Karen and Mike Dixon
Joanne and Dan Dugenske
Ann and Patrick Eagan
Heidi and Steve Eldred
Mike and Christina Engen
Meg Erler
Carlin Lake Association
Carmen and John Farwell
Dave Flegel
Katie Foley
Barbara and Bruce Gabrielse
Carol and Otto Gebhardt
Mary and John Gehl
Velma and David Geraldson
Sally and Todd Gessner
The Geurts Family
Megan and Peter Glashagel
Elke and Robert Hagge
Peg and Jon Hardt
John Heusinkveld
Paul Holtan
Denise and Bob Jacquart
North Lakeland School
Peg Johnson and Bill Wiessner
Donald and Synthia Joseph
Barb and Bill Kauffman
Paula Sievert King
Sue and Paul Koehl
Kay and Jeff Krans
Ron Krueger
Patricia Lambrecht
Nan and Bob Lazarz
June and Paul Lewandoski
Pamela Maxson-Cooper and 
Jack Cooper
Nancy and Howard Mead
JoAnn Miller
Sara Muender and Tom Fol-
som
Donald Novak
Carole and Peter Paquette
Peter Payleitner
Margo and Bill Perkins

Linda and Jeff Perrigo
Bob and Judy Prentiss
Jeanne and Steve Regnier
Sue and Tom Rodell
Helen and John Rossmiller
Cheryl and Dana Rowan
Irv and Susan Rueger
Nancy and Stephen Russell
Cindy and Philip Schaffner
Holly and Jeff Schmaling
Bob and Sherlene Schmidt
Terry and Stephen Schwartz
Mary and Bill Schwartz
Bruce and Sharon Scott
Suzanne Sharken
Judy Sharken Simon and Chris 
Simon
Mid and Parker Sharpe
Debra and Robert Silvis
Thomas and Gunilla Skonie
Mary and William Sneed
Jane Somers
Tom Spitzfaden
Kathy and Jim Sprester
Joyce Stocker
Elizabeth Stone and Richard 
Theile
Patricia Sullivan
Carol Terstriep
Virginia Thomas
Linda and Pete Thompson
Bryon Thornburgh and Hillary 
Joseph
WJ Truettner
Karen and Tom Van Etten
Gay and Jim Van Pelt
Jim Warmington
Beth and Pete Wetzler
Alice and Dennis Young
Bonnie and Dwight Ziegler

$500+
Manitowish Waters Alliance 
Foundation
Sandra Cashman and James 
Becker
Ardis Berghoff
Robert and Sharon Bridges
Dianne Briggs

Hallin and Mary Burgan
Emir and John Butler
Jim and Kim Cagney
Mary Ellen Cagney
Barbara Cummings Bolduc
Kelley and Frank DiLeonardi
Pam and Richard Dodge
Susan and Gee Esslinger
Lisa and Perk Foster
Nancy and Steve Frank
Larry and Colleen Gorrilla
Linda and Bob Growney
Kelli and Marty Heindel
Joe and Jennifer Heitz
Julie and Al Hillery
Sandy and Dave Hipp
Paula and James Holden
Imhoff Household
Nancy Johnson
Sarah and Cal Johnson
Jessica Joseph and Nick Trenc
Nikki Joseph and Chris Clair-
mont
Mary Jung
Sally and John Kaiser
Becky and Marc Kettleson
Mary and Jerry Kort
Phillip Kweton
Nancy and Charles LaPorte
Cathy Logan Weber
Mary and Allan Manteuffel
Mary and Steven Miller
Ann Milne
Cindy and Dan Mottl
Tara Nolan
John and Joan Perrigo
Amy and Daniel Rayala
Mary Nell and Bill Reif
Lori Remeika and Craig Wolfe
Patience and Charlie Rockey
June and Kurt Rojahn
Scott Sasse
Ellen Schlichting and Phil 
St.Clair
Teresa and Rob Schmidt
Carol and Terry Schott
Emily Shannon
Debbie and Steve Simek
Mary Jo Slone and Chad Mc-

Grath
Catherine Stevermer
Sue Conley and Michael Stieg-
horst
Shelly and Dan Susina
Terry and Fred Theisen
Elizabeth and Aaron Valleen
Claudia Vlisides
Dorothy and Jim Wahner
David Windmuller
Gay and John Yost

$100+
Barb and Terry Cisler
Renae Alswager-Klein and 
Mike Klein
Colette and Dale Anderson
Carolyn and Rick Andrejat
Angela and Gregg Apostoloff
Barbara Austin and N. A. 
Kamrath
Elodie and Geoffrey Bacci
Randall and Kathrine Backe
Gary Badura
Beth Barutha
Dianne Wichmann and Ger-
hard Becker
Kristin Beischel
Jeanne and Andy Bergstrom
Susan and John Biedron
LuAnn and Steve Blakeslee
Joan and Douglas Borcherdt
Bridget Borell
Meta and Jim Brandt
Suzanne Breneman
Robert Brook
Richard and Carolyn Brown
Sue and Scott Brumblay
Nancy Burns
Carol and Robert Burress
Joan and William Byram
Carolyn and John Cain
Carrie Stiegler and Paul Carl-
son
Judy and Jon Cassady
Kami and Michael Cekosh
Patricia and Mark Christensen
The Christopher Family Foun-
dation
Enid Cleaves
Coon’s Franklin Lodge
Camilla and Patrick Corcoran
Patti and Bob Criscione
Jackie and Jim Crowder
Carol and Tom Crowley
Darlene and Charles Curtis
Jeanette and Trygve Danielson
Jane and Lawrence Dickie
Morgan Dixon
Bolger Lake Property Owners 
Association
Donna and Bill Dowse
Gretchen and Bill Dresen
Sue and Alan Drum
Diane Duffy
Doug Edwards and Michelle 

“I’d like to say it’s a really fun 
experience. There’s a lot of nature 
and, sort of like, a way to get away 
from all the city stuff.”

- Max Guerts

With the help of his mom Jenny, Max 
raised money for his 11th birthday and 
donated it to the capital campaign - 
a cause special to his heart. 
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Guilette
Gretchen Hutterli and Robert 
Erffmeyer
Karen and Tom Everson
Kathleen Burdsall and Howard 
Feddema
Anita Flantz
Debra Fox
Patricia and Thomas Frandy
Amanda and Greg Friese
Kathy and Chuck Fritz
Cezar and Mary Froelich
Bob Fuller
Joan and Deane Galloway
Marcia Glashagel and Michael 
LaPorte
Denise Goldsworthy
Dawn and Craig Gowgiel
Linda and Ronald Graf
Renee and Frank Groh
Corrie and Steve Grummon
Judy and Jerry Gryttenholm
Carol and Darryl Gust
Mark and Pam Gustin
Lora Hagen
Suzi Hammer
Jean Hanson
Jeff and Liz Hawkins
Karen and Chuck Hayes
Anne and John Hazelwood
Nancy and Bill Henderson
Denise and Stephen Herzberg
Joan and Dennis Hill
Ronald Hine
Dawn and Greg Holt
Larry Hopkins and Deborah 
Daniels
Paula and Dave Hougan
Cathy and Jay Huff
Lisa and Kevin Hughes
Lora and Steve Janak
Boulder Junction  Lions Club
Tom Jerow and Steven Sch-
reier
James Jeske
Licia Johnson
Shauna Joseph
Alice and Vincent Justinak

Janell Kellett and Mike Hanson
Marjorie Kenyon-Cler and Joel 
Cler
Sheila and Harland Klagos
Shirley Klapperich
Jo Ann Klug
Susan Knight
Joan Knoebel and Michael 
Cullenward
James and Patricia Koelbl
Beth and Keith Kost
Karl Kost
Kelly and Holly Kost
Bob and Carolyn Kovar
Bonnie and Greg Kruckenberg
Ramona Kubica
Karen and Brian Kuhn
Kris and Raulf LaMarche
Arleen and Ed Lee
Linda Dietz Liedtke and Brian 
Liedtke
Ann and Jack Lindstrom
Terry and Dennis Lipp
Susan Loeffler
Elizabeth and Scott Logan
Patricia and James Logan
Joanne and Richard Long
Eileen and Charlie Lonsdorf
Nancy and Terry Lucht
Gina and Scott Luedtke
Mary Magray
Manitowish Waters Communi-
ty Church
Paula Marquardt and Jerry 
Rayala
Cheryl Martin
Marilyn and Jim Martingilio
Betsy and Eric Matz
Linda and Jeff McClelland
Kippy and Jeff Meessmann
Mary and Jack Melrose
Janet and Dale Miller
Victoria and Mark Minsloff
F. King Mitchell
Leslie and John Munger
Jonel and John Near
Brenda and Mike Nelson
Elaine and Richard Newton

Mary Lou and Thomas Nicholls
Jan and Jeff Novak
Marcia Obukowicz
Barbara Oswald
Jodi and Bill Patek
Melinda and Don Pearce
Mary Ann and Richard Pedtke
Pam and John Peters
Stoney Creek Garden Center
Ellen and Wayne Peterson
David Petreman
Petrenchik Household
Cheryl & Ross Pettit
DOCKshop
Becky and Doug Pinney
Barbara and Gary Plouff
Wendell and Kathy Podulka
Tamela and Daniel Raiten
Mary Lou and Lewis Holmes 
Raker
Mary and Charles Ray
Jan and Don Rayala
Susan Renner and Rich John-
son
Karen and Frederick Rhynders
Sharon and David Rindfleisch
Janelle and Frederic Robinson
Sarah and Jim Rose
Barbara Hoffman and Richard 
Rosenthal
R&C Russell
Tom Russell
Ed and Jean Sattersten
Marjorie and James Sauer
Delp Schaefer
Anne Brouwer and Dick 
Schaus
Marcia and Bob Schroeder
Tom and Susan Schroeter
Marjean and Mark Schuelke
Jim and Debbie Schumaker
Mary and Paul Seidl
Margot and Ronald Sersen
Linda Sharken
Diane Sharken Taboada and 
Arturo Taboada
Cindy and Roger Shaw
Chris Simpson

Mary Anne Smrz
Christine and Tony Solano
Georgie and Webb Southwick
Jane Stegemiller
Melissa and Dennis Stehlik
Mary and Emmett Stevermer
Alice Kuether and Greg Strass-
er
Joy and Chip Stringer
Ann and Duanne Swift
Mary and Robert Szyman
Linda and Rick Talentowski
Ian and Robert Thompson
Laura and David Michael 
Thorp
Pam Thul-Immler
Elizabeth Tucker
Jim and Jean Volke
Gail and Larry Voss
Jillayne and Jeff Waite
Waldmann Construction, Inc
Betsy and Michael Waller
Dawn and Mark Washatka
Carolyn and William Weh
Vicky Zimmermann Werner 
and David Werner
Karen Immel and James West-
dorp
Laura Vanhoorn and David 
Wickeham
Jean Wiencek and Bill Williams 
and Family
Tom Wierzba
Nancy and Philip Williams
Crab Lake Property Owners 
Association
Terry Daulton and Jeff Wilson
Emily and Rob Wixson
Jeremy Zahnow
My Waterz My Woodz
Z LEADERS Fishing
Judith Zawojewski
Donna and Mike Zierdt
Paula and Tom Zwicker

Up to $99
Dorian Adams
Marcia and Ave Amith

“Each year, the school and the NLDC staff partner in a variety 
of ways, from Outdoor Education, to birding, to invasive species 
control, and our new tradition of hosting graduation at the 
amphitheatre. North Lakeland students take on a fundraiser 
each year to help the community in some way. In 2021, when 
the Discovery Center launched their capital campaign, it made 
sense for the school to raise money for this cause. In the course 
of a week, students collected change and were able to make a 
sizable donation.” 

- Christine Wallace, North Lakeland School

“
”
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Lori Anderson
Anthony Balestrieri
Judy Barnes
Patricia and Robert Barofsky
Barbara Beutler
Sandra and George Biszak
Mary Jo and Craig Boyd
Arlene’s Pottery
Meryl Brodsky
Leslie Joy Bruns
Jerry and Bonnie Burgette
Sue and Steve Burke
Sheila and Tim Casey
Alan Ciesielczyk and Marie 
Joan Bouley
Pamela Crapp
Catherine and Patrick Daniels
Martin Deignan
Diane and Glenn Doering
Kathy and Gary Donner
Kathryn Dumas
Nadine and Mel Duncan
John Erffmeyer
Sue and Bill Fehlandt
Richard Fischer
Lisa Fossum
Evelyn Fox
Joanne and Robert Fredberg
Jean and Jim Friedley
Debra Fulscher
Mary and Thomas Gadzalinski
Eileen and Mike Gerrity
Heather and David Gerth
Kelly and Craig Glaunert
Joan and Clifford Gray
Lisa Gregorich
Janith Heins
Carol Heitman
Autumn Hill
Phil Horter
Judy Ivey
Brent Jelinski
Anita Jeske
Julie Johnson Rued and Thom-
as Rued
Wendy Jones
Lynne and Tom Kilian
Bobbie and Tom Kocim
Janelle and Kurt Kohl

Kim Kost
Andrea and Matt Kostanova
Mary and Eric Koster
David Krahn
Kathy and Bob Krasky
Dawn and Brian Kuntzelman
Patrica and Thomas Lamon
Jo Ann and Donald Lang
Lisa and Brent Larson
Joyce and Ron Leslie
John and Mary Lewis
Anita Manweiler Salinas and 
Walle Salinas Jr.
Becky McConnell
Annie McDonnell
McNabb Household
Barbara Mikk
Eugene and Rita Miller
Cindy and Mike Moriarity
Thomas and Janice Morse
Jeannie and David Mulford
Coldwell Banker Mulleady, Inc. 
Realtors
Emmie Norton
Gwenn Nyhagen
Katherine and Michael O’Don-
nell
Tim Oksiuta
Christy Parks
Debra Peet (Cohn)
Janet Perry-Judd and Russell 
Judd
Lois Rock Peterson and Rich-
ard Peterson
Nicole Pieper
Jane and Timothy Pire
Phyllis Porubcan
Pamela and Tom Reinkober
Christine and Dennis Reuss
Tracy and Greg Richburg
Cathie Rickheim
Dawn and David Rieckmann
Susan Robinson
Ted Rulseh
Joan and John Sass
Judy and Carl Sattersten
Amy Schoenebeck
Isabel Schuette
Barbara and Bill Sch-

weisheimer
Jane Sedivy
Susan Sheridan and James 
Tucker
Sarane and Bruce Siewerth
Steph and Todd Skotterud
Sherie and Dr. Paul Sondel
Catherine and Donald So-
rensen
Lewis Spector
Roberta and Wayne Thorn-
burgh
Andrea Van Duzor
Mary and Greg Van Grinsven
David Vogt
Gail Warkentin and Paul Young
Kay Wegner and Gary Kvasnica
Anne Weinberg
Tina and Mark Westphal
Mona Wiechmann
Bernie and Jean Wiggins
Mary Jane Winter
Marilyn Wittry
Jean and Gale Wolf
Kim and Jerrold Yencich
Brent and Karen Zimmerman

In Kind
Susanna and Andrew Harris
Marc Kettleson
Denise and Richard Logan
Blue Bayou Inn, Ltd
The Northwoods Review
David Sharken and Verena 
Smith

“Being one of the founding members of the 
Discovery Center, it has been a 26-year dream 
to finally have adequate facilities to educate 
youth, host community gatherings and house 
visiting groups all year-around.  Our member 
donors have made that happen” 

- Rolf Ethun, ”“
we cannot wait 

to open your doors 
on discovery hall 

next year!
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